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Safe Transportation for Safe Transportation for 
Children with Special NeedsChildren with Special Needs

Erin Kuroiwa BA, CPSTErin Kuroiwa BA, CPST
Tomi St. Mars RN, MSN, CEN, FAENTomi St. Mars RN, MSN, CEN, FAEN

Why are we here?Why are we here?

ObjectivesObjectives
Identify three types of special needs restraintsIdentify three types of special needs restraints

Explain how a conventional car seat can be Explain how a conventional car seat can be 
used for a child with special needsused for a child with special needs

List three ways that your community can List three ways that your community can 
include children with special needs in a car include children with special needs in a car 
seat check eventseat check event

Identify special needs car seat resourcesIdentify special needs car seat resources
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YouYou can do it!can do it!

Medical ConditionsMedical Conditions
Who is the special needs child?Who is the special needs child?

PrematurePremature
Low Birth WeightLow Birth Weight
Orthopedic ConditionsOrthopedic Conditions
Developmental DelaysDevelopmental Delays
Neuromuscular DisordersNeuromuscular Disorders
Respiratory ConditionsRespiratory Conditions
Behavioral ChallengesBehavioral Challenges
Gastrointestinal ConditionsGastrointestinal Conditions

Automotive Safety Program 
Riley Hospital for Children

Car BedsCar Beds
Angel RideAngel Ride For Infants:For Infants:

Less than 9 Less than 9 
pounds pounds 

Less than 20 Less than 20 
inchesinches
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Car BedsCar Beds
Dream RideDream Ride For Infants:For Infants:

55--20 pounds 20 pounds 

1919-- 26 26 
inchesinches

Infant Only SeatsInfant Only Seats
Infant SeatInfant Seat WeightWeight

Graco AssuraGraco Assura BirthBirth--22 pounds22 pounds
Compass 1400 LightweightCompass 1400 Lightweight Up to 22 poundsUp to 22 pounds

Primo ViaggioPrimo Viaggio
Manufactured by Peg PerigoManufactured by Peg Perigo

Up to 22 poundsUp to 22 pounds

Combi ConnectionCombi Connection BirthBirth--22 pounds22 pounds

CompanionCompanion
Manufactured by BritaxManufactured by Britax

44--22 pounds22 pounds

KeyfitKeyfit
Manufactured by ChiccoManufactured by Chicco

44--22 pounds22 pounds
44--11 pounds with insert 11 pounds with insert 

Automotive Safety Program 

Riley Hospital for Children
www.preventinjury.org

Convertible SeatsConvertible Seats
Keep kids rearKeep kids rear--facing as facing as 
long as possiblelong as possible

Choose seats with higher Choose seats with higher 
harness weight limitsharness weight limits

Consider convertible Consider convertible 
seats that can be semiseats that can be semi--
reclined in the forward reclined in the forward 
facing positionfacing position

Britax MarathonBritax Marathon

55--33 pounds RF33 pounds RF

2020--65 pounds FF65 pounds FF



4

Forward Facing SeatsForward Facing Seats
Use seats that have a Use seats that have a 
recline mechanism recline mechanism 

Choose seats with higher Choose seats with higher 
harness weight limitsharness weight limits

AlwaysAlways try to use a try to use a 
conventional seat firstconventional seat first

Graco Safe Seat 2Graco Safe Seat 2

2020--40pounds FF40pounds FF

Specialized RestraintsSpecialized Restraints

Modified EZModified EZ--On VestOn Vest

2020--100 pounds100 pounds

Ages 2Ages 2--1212

HippoHippo

55--33 pounds RF33 pounds RF

2020--65 pounds FF65 pounds FF

Up to 49 inchesUp to 49 inches

The RooseveltThe Roosevelt

3535--115 pounds 115 pounds 

33.533.5--66 inches66 inches

Case StudyCase Study
Child: 2 year old male; 36 Child: 2 year old male; 36 
poundspounds
NearNear--drowningdrowning
TracheostomyTracheostomy
Low Muscular ToneLow Muscular Tone
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Car Seat Check Up EventsCar Seat Check Up Events

Remember most Remember most 
children can use a children can use a 
conventional seatconventional seat

You can do it!You can do it!

DonDon’’t need a  Special t need a  Special 
Needs trained tech at Needs trained tech at 
the checkthe check--up eventup event

Who Ya Gonna Call?Who Ya Gonna Call?

Tools for SuccessTools for Success
Visit the Automotive Safety Program onlineVisit the Automotive Safety Program online

Contact a local technician that has been Contact a local technician that has been 
trainedtrained

Attend training Attend training Safe Transportation for All Safe Transportation for All 
ChildrenChildren

www.preventinjury.orgwww.preventinjury.org
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Contact UsContact Us
Erin KuroiwaErin Kuroiwa
Phoenix ChildrenPhoenix Children’’s Hospitals Hospital
ekuroiwa@phoenixchildrens.comekuroiwa@phoenixchildrens.com
(602) 546(602) 546--33553355

Tomi St. MarsTomi St. Mars
Arizona Department of Health ServicesArizona Department of Health Services
stmarst@azdhs.govstmarst@azdhs.gov
(602) 542(602) 542--73407340


